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Abstract 
The purpose of this research was to investigate whether or not the use of “Roundtable 
Strategy” effective in teaching writing descriptive paragraph at the tenth grade students 
of SMA Katolik Talino Ambawang in academic year 2016/2017. This research applied a 
quasi-experimental  design. The population of this research was  XA as the experimental 
group and XB as the control group. The data was collected by using measurement 
technique with written test as the tool of collecting data. The research findings showed 
that the mean score of pre-test in the experimental group was 31.94, while the mean score 
of post -test was 67.36.  On the other hand, the  mean score of pre-test in  the control 
group was 26.27, while mean score of the post-test was 53.27.  The computation result by  
using     t-test showed the value of t-test was 6.28 with df  35 in the significance degree of 
5%, t-table was 2.03011, it meant  that t-test was higher than t-table. Furthermore, the 
effect size of treatment was 0.69 which was classified as “moderate”. Thus, the 
significant difference could be interpreted that the use of roundtable strategy was 
effective in increasing the students’ ability in writing descriptive paragraph.   
Keywords: Descriptive Paragraph, Teaching Writing, Roundtable Strategy.
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Teaching and learning English is not 
the same as learning any other subjects. It 
should cover four language skills. Writing 
is one of the language skills that the 
students should master besides speaking, 
reading and listening. This skill is related 
to the ability to express, choose and 
arrange the words, ideas, feeling, or 
information through written language.  
Writing is a process of 
communicating a writers’ idea to the 
readers in written form. Meyers (2005:2) 
states that “writing is an action, a process 
of discovering and organizing our ideas, 
putting them on the paper and reshaping 
also revising them”. In expressing the 
ideas, a writer should explore their thought 
to make readers' interest in their writing. It 
makes the readers understand the messages 
clearly. 
 
Writing is not a simple task because it 
needs to be clear about objective or 
criterion like the punctuation, grammar, 
paragraph construction, idea, spelling and 
so on.  One form of writing is called 
paragraph. Zemach and Islam (2005:11) 
stated a paragraph is a group of sentences 
about a single topic. The sentences of the 
paragraph explain the writer’s main idea 
about the topic.   
The main problem in writing a 
descriptive paragraph is the difficulty in 
generating and organizing ideas. In this 
case, the students said that they cannot 
think how to start and what to write. They 
spend much time at the planning stage 
(pre-writing stage). They do not know how 
to organize ideas since some of them do 
not even have any idea. In writing 
descriptive paragraph, the students need to 
organize the paragraph based on the 
generic structure of descriptive paragraph.  
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A good paragraph has a clear topic 
sentence and supporting sentences. And 
paragraph also have concluding sentences 
to close the paragraph.  
Descriptive paragraph is the 
paragraph which expresses or describes 
place, thing and person that appeal the 
readers’ senses (sight, hear, taste, smell 
and touch) in such vivid detail that the 
readers can easily visualize the described 
place, thing and person, or can feel that 
they involve in the experience. 
Furthermore, Savage and Shafiei (2007:34) 
write that  descriptive paragraph describes 
as a person, place, or thing so that the 
reader can picture it in his or her mind. 
Building students’ writing habit needs 
some efforts, especially in catching their 
interest. The students’ unwillingness in 
terms of writing may be caused by worries 
of their writing. They are afraid of making 
mistakes. Some facts show that even in 
their own language, they are still unwilling 
to write something. That is why, to attract 
the students interest in writing the teacher 
should be creative and choose the suitable 
strategy in teaching writing. One of the 
strategies is Roundtable Strategy.  
Roundtable strategy is one of 
cooperative learning strategy which leads 
the students to work together in a small 
group by taking turns in a roundtable. 
Cooperative learning itself defines as 
broader concept covering all types of 
group work including group work that lead 
or directed by the teacher (Suprijono, 
2009: 54).  
According to Barkley et al  (2003: 21) 
the process of roundtable strategy in the 
classroom has some steps. They are: a). 
Preparation. In order to make the teaching 
learning process run successfully, we need 
to do some preparations include preparing 
the material, assignment and score. For the 
material, the teacher should provide 
students with an interesting picture so that 
they more interested to describe the 
pictures. b). Scheduling Activity. In this 
activity, the teacher should group the 
students first. Students are divided into 
several groups. Each group consists of four 
members. Then, the teacher distributes the 
picture for each group. Each group only 
gets one picture.After getting the picture, 
students are asked to discuss with their 
friends about it. They can share their 
opinion about the picture. c). Applying 
Roundtable Strategy. In here a student in 
every group will describe and write their 
opinion about the picture and then passes it 
to his or her right friend. After that, he or 
she passes the paper to his or her right 
friend. Then, his or her friend writes his or 
her own opinion about the picture. All of 
students have to participate to describe the 
picture has which is different from one 
student to another. d). Evaluating. In this 
step the teacher asks each group to make 
correction about what they write. e). 
Revising. This is the last step where each 
group revises their work/writing based on 
the correction from their friend.  
Meanwhile, Felder and Brent 
(2007:10) defines that “Cooperative 
learning (CL) refers to students working in 
teams on an  assignment or project under 
conditions in which certain criteria are 
satisfied,  including that the team members 
be held individually accountable for the 
complete  content of the  assignment or 
project”. 
Johnson, Johnson, and Holubec in 
Richards and Rodgers (2001:192) mention 
that Cooperative learning sought to do the 
following: (1). Raise the students‘ 
achievement. (2). Help teacher to build 
students’ positive relationships among 
students through group discussion. (3). 
Give students the experiences for  
cognitive development, healthy social, and 
psychological. (4). Change  competitive  
organizational structure with a team-based 
and high-performance organizational 
structure. 
The writer hopes that roundtable used 
in this research is an alternative way to 
help students in writing descriptive 
paragraph. The effect of roundtable was 
supported by previous writers proving that 
roundtable was effective. The previous 
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research was done by Nurhasanah (2014) 
which is the titled “Improving Students’ in 
A Narrative Text by Using Roundtable 
Strategy”, she was success using this 
tehnique in teaching writing a narrative 
text. In Nurhasanah research, she 
suggested the teachers to apply roundtable 
strategy in teaching narrative text because 
it can build students’ enthisiastic and 
cooperative during learning and also this 
tehnique make the students’ more active in 
the class. 
In this research, the writer applied 
quasi-experimental study with the titled 
“Teaching Descriptive Paragraph Writing 
by Using Roundtable Strategy at the Tenth 
Grade Students’ of  SMA Katolik Talino 
Ambawang in Academic Year 2016/2017”.  
 
 
RESEARCH METHOD  
In this research, the writer used quasi-
experimental method. There were two 
groups in this method: experimental group 
and control group. Muijis (2004) says that 
for the experimental group, the design 
started by giving the students pre-test. After 
the pre-test. The design continued with 
treatment and ended with a post-test. For 
the control group, the students received the 
pre-test and post-test as well as the 
experimental group. However, this group 
did not receive any treatment after pre-test.  
 The writer decides to measure the 
students’ achievement through writing test. 
Pre-test and post-test have the same test 
items in order to investigate whether or not 
there is any effect or not. The tool of data 
collecting was writing descriptive 
paragraph by using roundtable strategy.  
The students writing descriptive paragraph 
was used  to measure the students’ 
achievement in writing descriptive 
paragraph. In assessing the students’ 
written test, the writer provided the scoring 
rubric. The  scoring rubric was a guidance 
to measure the students’ achievement in 
writing descriptive paragraph which 
focuses on their text organizations, 
vocabulary, grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation.  The scoring rubric used to 
make the writer easier to  assess  the 
students’ achievement in writing  analytical 
exposition text.  
 
 
Table I. Research Steps 
 
Phases Student Rules 
Pre-test Make an analytical exposition text individually 
Treatment Did treatment in three meetings   
Make descriptive paragraph by using roundtable 
strategy in group 
Post-test The students make descriptive paragraph 
individually   
Analyzing The  Test Result Measure the students’ achievement 
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Pre-test was given before the 
treatment to know the students 
achievement before the treatment. It was 
administered in experimental and control 
class. On this stage, the students did 
written test. 
The writer did treatment in three 
meetings for the experimental group. The 
writer used treatment to know the effect of 
the treatment in writing descriptive 
paragaph by using roundtable strategy. In 
every  treatment, the teacher gave the 
assignment which was done by group at 
first. This assignment was made to make 
the students learn and experience writing 
by themselves and also to build good 
relationship among the students. At the 
last, the students was given an individual 
assignment to practice their own writing. 
In the control group, the writer did not use 
roundtable stragegy in teaching descriptive 
paragraph. Thus, the teacher taught  the 
control group without treatment. 
After having the treatment, the 
students in class XA as experimental and 
class XB as control group were given the 
post-test. The purpose was to know the 
students’ achievement after treatment. 
 
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND 
DISCUSSION 
Research Finding 
The writer collected the data from 37 
first grade students of SMA Katolik Talino 
Ambawang in the academic year of  
2016/2017. They were consist of 19 
students of experimental group who were 
taught using Roundtable Strategy and 18 
students of control group who were not 
taught using Roundtable Strategy. The data 
is calculated to show mean score of pre-
test and post-test in the experimental 
group, significant test of students’ score, 
and effect size analysis from the treatment. 
The summary of the results of pre-test and 
post-test were presented in Table II. 
 
Table II. The Students’ Score in Pre-test and Post Test 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this research, there are five 
meetings have conducted by the writer. 
The two meetings of this research were 
pre-test and post-test and three other 
meetings were for implementing the 
treatment. The experimental group was 
class XA of SMA Katolik Talino 
Ambawang that consisted of 19 students 
and the control group who not give the 
treatment was class XB that consisted of 
18 students.   
 
 
 
 
The Result of Students’ 
Pre-test 
 
 
The Result of  
   Students’ Post-test 
 
∑ 𝑿𝟏 = 𝟔𝟎𝟗 
 
∑ 𝑿𝟐 = 𝟏𝟐𝟖𝟎 
 
 
?̅?𝟏 = 𝟑𝟏. 𝟗𝟒 
 
?̅?𝟐 = 67.36 
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Before conducting the treatment, the writer was implemented the pre-test to the 
students. The first meeting was held on 
February 6th, 2017. In this first meeting, the 
writer introduced herself and told students 
the aim of meetings that planned in the 
class. The writer decided students to write 
one topic about living room. This test was 
held to know students’ prior knowledge in 
writing descriptive paragraph.
 On the second meeting, the writer 
began to do a treatment for the class XA. 
The second meeting was held on February 
7th, 2017. Before the lesson began, the 
writer did the brainstorming activity to the 
student for about 5 minutes. After giving 
brainstorming activity, the writer told the 
material today about descriptive text 
particularly descriptive text to describe 
familiar place around the students. Then, 
the writer introduced a descriptive text to 
the students. The writer explained what is 
descriptive text and its generic structure, 
language features, gave the example of 
descriptive text, and explained them to use 
correct punctuation in writing descriptive 
text. After that, the writer introduced the 
Roundtable Strategy to the students. The 
writer also explained the procedures in 
roundtable strategy.  
During treatment, firstly the writer 
prepare the material in order to make the 
teaching learning process  run successfully. 
The second was scheduling activity, in this 
activity, the teacher group the students in 
four and give them a picture of “ 
bedroom”. The third was applying 
roundtable strategy, in this activity the 
students in every group will describe and 
write their opinion about the picture then 
pass it around to their friend. Next is 
evaluating, in this step the teacher asked to 
each group to make correction about what 
they write. and the last step was revising, 
in the last step each group revises their 
writing based on their friend correction.  
 
 
 
 In the third meeting, the writer 
applied the treatment for the second time. 
This meeting was held on Februay 13th, 
2017 and in the last day of implementing 
the treatment the test was held on February 
14th, 2017. In the second and third 
treatment, the writer did the same things as 
the first meeting. For the second treatment, 
the teacher gave a picture of “dining room”  
and for the last treatment, the teacher gave 
a picture of “workroom”, October 28th.  In 
the last day of implementing the treatment, 
the writer asked students to write 
descriptive paragraph individually. 
In the fifth meeting, the writer 
administered the post-test. The writer 
administered the post-test by giving similar 
test item given on the pre-test. This test 
was administered to know the students’ 
improvement in writing descriptive 
paragraph after the treatment given. After 
administered two tests, the writer found the 
significant difference between two tests. It 
was proved that the mean score after the 
treatment was higher. The mean score of 
pre-test was 31.94 and there was an 
improvement in post-test that was 67.36. In 
the post-test for the experimental group, 
the students’ achievement in writing 
descriptive paragraph writing was better 
than before. They could make the text 
faster than before. They also better in 
organizing, and expressing their ideas. 
Moreover, this technique also useful for 
their creativity and motivation in writing 
English. It can be seen that the diffference 
between two tests was 35.42. The 
following table presents the summmary of 
difference score between pre-test and post-
test be seen on the table III. 
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  Table III.The Difference ScoreBetween Pre Test and Post Test Scores
No Students’ 
Code 
Pre Test 
(X1) 
Post Test 
(X2) 
Interval (D) 
(X2 –  X1) 
Interval D2 
1 AFA 47 58 11 121 
2 BAW 17 56 39 1521 
3 BB 40 55 15 225 
4 CM 44 65 21 441 
5 CB 36 70 34 1156 
6 DGY 16 55 39 1521 
7 DP 26 73 47 2209 
8 FYN 21 69 48 2304 
9 FNW 37 77 40 1600 
10 HD 32 59 27 729 
11 JA 15 57 42 1764 
12 LN 45 79 34 1156 
13 M 19 75 56 3136 
14 PP 36 80 44 1936 
15 PYT 18 68 50 2500 
16 PY 27 74 47 2209 
17 SRH 48 58 10 100 
18 VMC 36 75 39 1521 
19 YA 47 77 66 4356 
Total ∑ 𝑵 = 19 ∑ 𝑿1 =607 ∑ 𝑿2 =  1280 ∑ 𝑫 = 709 ∑ 𝑫2 = 3050 
Mean 31.94 67.36 37 184 
 
From the table III, can be concluded that 
the use of Roundtable Strategy during the 
treatment influenced the achievement in writing 
descriptive paragraph. To sum up, based on the 
data analysis, the writer found that there was an 
increasing of the students’ achievement in 
witing decsriptive paragraph. It was proven by 
comparing the mean score of pre-test and post-
test. The finding showed that there was a 
difference score of pre-test and post-test after 
given the treatments.  
𝑡 =
𝑀1−−𝑀2
√
(𝑁1−1)𝑆1
2+(𝑁2−1)𝑆2
2
𝑁1+𝑁2−2
[
1
𝑁1
+
1
𝑁2
]
...................(1) 
=
35.42 − 27
√(19 − 1)213.05 + (18 − 1)146.02
19 + 18 − 2 [
1
19 +
1
18]
 
= 6.28 
 Based on the result of data computation 
above, the writer found out that the t-test was 
6.28. The ttable with degree of freedom (df) = 19 
- 1= 18 and significance level at 0.05 (5%) was 
2.03011. Based on the data analysis above, the 
t-test was higher than the ttable(6.28 > 2.03011). 
It proved that the alternative hypothesis (Ha) 
which stated “the use of Roundtable Strategy in 
teaching descriptive paragraph writing on the 
tenth grade students of SMA Katolik Talino 
Ambawang was accepted. After counting the 
significant score of pre-test and post-test, the 
writer found the effectiveness of treatment. The 
computation of effect size is as follows : 
ES =
𝑀𝑒− 𝑀𝑐
𝑆𝑐
 ................(2) 
= 
35.42−27
12.08
 
= 0.69  
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Based on the result above, the effect size 
of treatment (ES) is 0.69 which categorized as 
moderate. In coclusion, the effectiveness of 
Roundtable Strategy significantlly increase the 
students’ achivement in descriptive writing.  
 
 
Discussion 
The use of  Roundtable Strategy in 
teaching writing gives the students’ good way 
how they explore their writing skill well. The 
students’ are grouped and asked to write for 
specific information. Futhermore, it gives the 
students’ opportunity to begin to write as they 
want freely. Barkley (2003:72) mentions that 
the invention of roundtable helps the writers to 
stimulate, develop, and arrange their ideas. 
Based on those explanation, the writer used this 
tehnique to increse the students’ achievement in 
writing. The writer administered pre-test for 
experimental and control group on February 6nd 
2017. The writer took class  XA as  the 
experimental group and class XB as the control 
group. The students did the test of an essay 
writing in 30 minutes. The students’ mean score 
of this pre-test was 31.94 which was considered 
as “poor” in experimental group. So, the writer 
used a treatment to increase students’ writing 
on descriptive paragraph to the students by 
roundtable strategy on February 7th, 13th, and 
14th 2017. In the three meeting, the writer 
taught descriptive writing by using roundtable 
strategy. In every  treatment, the teacher gave 
the assignment which was done by group at 
first. This assignment was made to make the 
students learn and experience writing by  
themselves and also to build good relationship 
among the students. At the last, the students 
was given an individual assignment to practice 
their own writing. For the control group, the 
writer did not use roundtable strategy. The 
control group was held by the teacher. The 
control group’s mean score in pre-test was 
26.27 considered as “poor”. And the mean 
score in post-test was 53.27 considered as “poor 
to average”. 
After the treatment was given, the writer 
held a post-test for both experimental and 
control group. The purpose of post-test was to 
see the students’ achievement after the 
treatments. The writer has analyzed the result 
by calculating the mean score of pre-test and 
post-test of experimental and control group. 
Futhermore, the writer calculated the standard 
deviation of each group. From the result of 
computation, it was found that the mean score 
of post-test in experimental group was higher 
than the control group (67.36>53.27). And the 
interval of the students’ mean score in 
experimental group was also higher than 
control group (31.94>26.27). The result of 
effect size was 0.69 categorized as “moderate”.  
Although the interval of students’ scores in 
this research was not far, but the experimental 
group score was higher than the control group. 
Therefore, roundtable strategy signifacantly 
increase students’ achievement in descriptive 
paragraph writing to the tenth grade students of 
“SMA Katolik Talino Ambawang” in academic 
year 2016/2017. 
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CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Based on the analysis of the students’ test, 
the writer makes some conclussions as follow: 
(1).The students’ achievement in descriptive 
paragraph writing before being taught by 
Roundtable Strategy was considered as “poor”, 
where the students’ mean score was 31.94. (2). 
The used of Roundtable Strategy in teaching 
descriptive paragraph significantly increase. It 
is showed from the students’ achievement in 
descriptive paragraph writing after being taught 
by Roundtable Strategy was considered as 
“average to good”, where the students’ mean 
score was 67.36. (3).The effect size of the 
treatment was 0.69 (categorized as “moderate”). 
(4). There is significant increasing of the 
students’ achievement between experimental 
and control group. The result of t-value is 6.28. 
It higher than t-table for df= 19+18-2= 35 that 
is higher than t-table for the df = 19+18-2= 35 
that is 2.03011.  
 
Suggestion 
To make  Roundtable Strategy successfully 
to be implemented in the classroom, the  writer  
recommends several suggestions as follows: 
(1). In order to increase the students’ writing 
achievement in descriptive paragraph, the 
English teacher are suggested to apply 
roundtable strategy in writing activities. (2). It 
is good for the teacher who apply roundtable 
strategy to give clear explanation about what 
the students should do while roundtable 
strategy applied, so that they can understand  
their role. Clear and well-organized instruction 
will help the students to perform and 
understand more easily. Then, the teacher are 
suggested to give the interesting pictures for the 
students and asked them to described it and 
write more by applying the strategy so they will 
be more skillful in writing. (3). The teacher are 
suggested to be more creative and innovative in 
using various kinds of interesting teaching 
strategies which accompany the materials, so 
that the students will be more active and 
encouraged to learn and they don’t get 
difficulty in writing. (4). The teacher must 
carefully set the time  allocation and the 
member of the groups. If the time allocation is 
not appropriate and the member of the group is 
too large, it is difficult to handle. 
 
 
REFERENCES 
Barkley, Elisabeth F. (2003). Collaborative 
learning tehniques. San Fransisco: John 
Wiley and Sons Inc.  
Felder, Richards M and Brent, Rebecca. (2007). 
Cooperative learning. Washington, DC: 
American Chemical Society.  
Meyers, A. (2005). Getaways to academic 
writing. New York: Pearson Education. 
Muijis, Daniel. (2004). Doing quantitative 
research in education. London: Sage 
Publication. 
Richards, Jack C. (2006). Communicative 
language teaching today. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Pers.  
Savage,  A. & Shafiei, M. (2007).  Effective 
academic writing 1: the paragraph. New 
York: Oxford University Press. 
Zemach, Derothy E., Carlos Islam. (2005). 
Paragraph writing from sentence to 
paragraph.Oxford.
9 
 
 
